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THE COMMERCIAL TRUCK
MAINTENANCE GUIDE

Whether you’re the owner of an import/export business, a commercial truck driver, or in charge 
of your company’s fleet of trucks, you know that maintaining your commercial truck is one of 
the most important steps to owning or driving a heavy-duty truck. 

Commercial trucks are a pretty major component to your business, considering the cost and 
the workload, so it’s important that you’re aware of the necessary maintenance that your truck 
needs to last and to continue its strong performance.

In this eBook, you’ll learn about proper commercial truck maintenance, like:

• Performing Visual Checks 

• Regular Maintenance & Service 

• The Benefits of Routine Maintenance

Reading this eBook will help you prepare for the types of service and maintenance that your 
commercial truck will need.
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One of the most important aspects of owning a commercial truck is properly maintaining the 
vehicle. Your commercial trucks are vital to your business in a variety of ways. 

It’s responsible for getting your orders and shipments out, and it can even provide a temporary 
home for your driver while out on the road during a lengthy haul.

Your commercial truck is a machine that requires adjustments and routine checks to ensure 
that it’s working properly and functioning at its absolute best and most efficient. 

That’s why regular maintenance and service is one of the most effective ways to keep your 
truck in great condition; it helps you increase the longevity of the truck by staying on top of the 
many services that it requires. 

By choosing to have your truck routinely maintained, you’ll keep your truck in your fleet for a 
long time by following the recommended maintenance for the truck.

COMMERCIAL TRUCK
MAINTENANCE OVERVIEW
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While it’s not always known when a certain engine part or truck component will wear out, 
a great way to stay in-the-know about any possible mechanical issues or problems is by 
performing routine visual checks on your truck. 

Essentially, by taking a closer look at both the exterior of the truck and underneath the hood, 
you’ll get a sense of something that could go awry while your truck is out on the road. This 
inspection should be conducted prior to trips to keep everything working properly and protect 
against any speedbumps.

Checking the Exterior

To get started on your routine checks, begin with the exterior of the truck. Take a look at all the 
tires to see if there are any signs of premature wear, cracks, bulges, or even tread separation. 

It’s also important to take note of your truck’s frame and any signs of wear or damage. 
Be on the lookout for any noticeable welds or bends. Look closer to see if there’s any rust 
bleeding from the bolt holes, which could indicate that there are loose bolts in the frame. 

PERFORMING VISUAL CHECKS
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In addition, check the air tanks to make sure that there are no leaks, and if possible, 
drain the air tanks to look for oil which will indicate a problem with the compressor.

If at all possible, get underneath the truck so you can start to inspect the suspension 
and under carriage. Focus in on the fuel lines and fittings to spot any leaks between 
the injectors and the fuel pumps. 

Take a look at the axles for any signs of bends that could affect the truck’s alignment, 
or rust that could result in the axles wearing or breaking in the near future.

Checking Under the Hood

Perhaps the most important area that you need to focus your visual checks on is the engine. 
The engine is comprised of numerous components that are vital to your truck’s performance. 

Begin by looking at the wiring and the hoses to see if there are any loose connections, 
cracks, or even evidence of corrosion. Perform a battery test to see if it’s got enough juice 
to last you a while and can still charge effectively while the truck is on.

Inspecting the Systems

When you’re inspecting the various components of your truck, you’ll want to concentrate on 
the different systems that make up your truck’s mechanical parts, including the fuel system. 

Look out for any leaks or broken connections. Your exhaust system should also be checked 
thoroughly with a focus on any signs of cracks or corrosion. You’ll also want to physically 
check the fittings to make sure they’re sealed tightly. Also, inspect the air filtration system  
for blockages or excessive dust/particles.

You should also take a closer look at the vehicle’s lighting systems. It’s never encouraged for 
a driver to operate a vehicle without functioning lights, especially at night. Turn on the truck’s 
headlights and flashers to see if they work properly before sending your driver out on the road.

Check Out the Cabin

While this truck is vital to your company’s operations, you also should realize that this truck 
will be the living quarters for your driver. 

Analyze the upholstery for any wear, and ensure that it’s adequate for the comfort of your 
driver for long treks. Check out the sleeping quarters and be mindful of any mold growth  
that could affect your driver’s health and ability to drive the truck during a delivery run. 

Engage the AC and heating systems to see if they’re functional enough to provide your 
driver with the necessary comfort throughout the trek.
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Even if your truck seems like it’s in great shape, it’s important to have it serviced regularly. 
Whether you’ve got a technician on staff, or you head to a service center that specializes 
in commercial trucks, having the truck serviced is crucial to its health. 

It’s also wise to read through the truck’s owner’s manual. This will tell you the time and 
mileage parameters in which certain services should be performed.

Most of the services that you’ll need to have performed are repetitive, with only a few 
major services required sporadically throughout the lifespan of the truck. However, 
these repetitive services are absolutely necessary to your truck’s performance and health. 
These services include:

Some of the crucial components and engine parts that are equipped with your truck will 
require a replacement over time. 

While these services aren’t as frequent as an oil change, they are necessary to your truck’s 
overall well-being and longevity. Some of these replacement parts and components include 
spark plugs, brake pads, timing belts, water pumps, and even transmission fluid and coolant.

It’s important to note that your truck’s maintenance schedule intervals may change depending 
on the condition in which the truck is being used. If the usage can be deemed as severe, 
with excessive weight transports and lengthy trips, some of the routine services will need 
to be performed more frequently. 

However, if the truck doesn’t get that much usage, you can subscribe to normal driving 
conditions when referring to the truck’s maintenance.

REGULAR MAINTENANCE 
& SERVICE

• Oil Change

• Brake Inspection

• Tire Rotations

• Oil Filter Replacement

• Belt Inspection

• Transmission Inspection

• Air Cleaner Element Replacement

• Fluid Top-Off & Inspection

• Suspension Inspection
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The Benefits of Routine Maintenance

Whether you’ve got one truck in your company’s fleet, or several, ensuring that the trucks 
are well-maintained should be one of your top priorities. Your business relies heavily on 
these trucks to get products and orders out. 

So, to keep all your shipments leaving on time, consult your truck’s recommended 
maintenance schedule and reserve your appointments ahead of time, so you don’t forget!

There are many benefits of having your trucks serviced regularly. For one, you’ll keep it lasting 
a long time so it can continue to help you ship materials out to your customers. But regular 
maintenance doesn’t just keep your vehicle lasting, it can actually help the performance. 

For example, regular oil changes can help your truck’s engine stay properly lubricated and 
efficient. Because you get the oil changed routinely, the fuel economy of your truck won’t drop 
significantly, and you can essentially save money on fuel.

Consistent inspections can also help you stay on top of any major service or repairs. 
Inspections are conducted to check the status of your truck’s components, but it’s also a great 
way to notice an issue that can be easily corrected. That way, you can tackle the problem 
before it harms the well-being of your vehicle. 

By having regular inspections and service, you can effectively avoid these major problems and 
have them corrected right on the spot. You’ll be able to continue getting shipments out on time, 
without any interruptions due to excessive repairs and service.

What might be the most essential aspect of your truck’s maintenance is that the vehicle’s value 
will be retained. If you properly maintain your truck throughout the years, you can effectively 
improve its resale value. 

That way, you can use the profits from selling your old and well-maintained commercial truck 
and browsing for the next one that’s going to help you keep your business going strong.
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In this eBook, you learned all about the different aspects of commercial truck maintenance 
and the many advantages of having your truck regularly serviced. 

You now know that finding the right service is crucial to keeping your truck working for as 
long as possible and keeping it in top-notch condition. Regular maintenance can help you 
get the most out of your investment in your commercial truck.

Any service center that specializes in commercial truck maintenance will be staffed with 
knowledgeable technicians who are trained to perform any job on any commercial truck on 
the market. 

With the right tools and parts, your truck will receive the best care and attention-to-detail so 
that it can keep working for you and your business. Stop by your local service facility or 
give your trusted mechanic a call today!

GETTING STARTED ON 
MAINTAINING YOUR TRUCK


