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BEGINNER’S GUIDE 
TO TIRE CARE

Tires carry us everywhere we need to go. They’re the only part of your vehicle that 
makes contact with the road. Each one plays a significant role in providing you with 
traction, control, and helping you slow down and stop safely. 

Like every other part of your car, they’ll need maintenance every now and then to 
continue working properly. So, how can you take care of your tires? Friendly Dodge 
Chrysler Jeep Ram put together this Beginner’s Guide to Tire Care to help driver’s 
in Penn Yan, Geneva, and Watkins Glen keep your tires in great shape.
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CHECK YOUR AIR PRESSURE

Having accurately inflated tires is the most important thing you can do for them. When your 
tires are improperly inflated it can affect everything from your safety to your car’s performance 
to how often you have to replace them. So, how do you check your air pressure? 

1. Check Before You Drive
As the part of your car where the rubber meets the road, your tires are affected 
by driving. This is especially true on a hot day. The best time to check your tire 
pressure is when your tires are cool. Ideally this is in the morning before you’ve 
driven on them or after its been parked for a few hours. Checking the pressure 
before use will give you a more objective and accurate reading.

2. Find the PSI
First, you’ll need to know what the recommended air pressure is for each set of 
tires. This will display in pounds per square inch (PSI). You can find this information 
in either your owner’s manual or a sticker on the inside of one of your doors. 
Usually the front, rear, and spare tires are each given their own PSI rating.

3. Check the Current Pressure
Next, you’ll need a tire pressure gauge. This will be able to tell you what the current 
PSI of each tire is. There’s three different types of pressure gauges. All of them can 
give you an accurate reading, but it’s important to decide which design and style 
you find easiest to use.

a. Stick Gauges
The traditional gauge looks like a metallic pen with a round head and a tiny ruler coming 
out of the bottom. When you check the PSI, the small meter on the bottom will partially 

eject itself. The numbers on it reflect the current PSI of the tire.

b. Dial Gauges
This is also a classic gauge, but it’s a little more detailed. It has a dial that’s similar 
to one you’d find on a bicycle pump or when a doctor checks your blood pressure. 
This is attached to a tube that connects to your tire.

c. Digital Gauges
The most modern way to find your tires’ PSI is to attach one of these gauges. 

It features a display like a digital clock and gives you a fast, clear reading.
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4. Connect the Gauge
Each type of pressure gauge has an end that’s designed to hook up to your tire’s 
valve stem. To find the valve stem, look for a small nub on the inner ring of your tire. 
It usually has a black rubber cap on it and is located just below where the hubcap 
and tire meet. Unscrew the cap and attach the gauge. Press firmly to make the 
connection and prevent any air from escaping. 

5. Contrast and Compare
All three types of gauges should be able to tell you the current tire’s PSI in just a 
few seconds. Then you’ll be able to compare the readings to what’s recommended 
in your owner’s manual and door sticker. If any of the tires are improperly inflated, 
head in for service to get your tires filled or some air let out of them.

6. Don’t Forget the Spare
While you may not think of it, your spare tire is just as important as the four tires 
you’re currently driving on. If you’re ever in a situation where you have a flat tire, 
you’ll need to rely on your spare to get you back to home and to your local service 
center. So, remember to get the PSI on the spare tire too.

As the part of your car that’s in direct contact with the pavement, it’s important to regularly 
check that your tires are in the ballpark of their recommended PSI. Getting a reading about 
once a month can help prolong their use and prevent problems.

Both underinflating and overinflating tires can wear them out faster than ones that are well 
maintained. This hurts your ability to stop and handle well, as well as your wallet since 
you’ll have to replace them more frequently.
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When a tire is underinflated, it loses its shape and becomes flatter. This causes it to bend 
more while it’s rolling. The added contact creates more heat, while the distorted shape 
lowers your traction. It can even hurt your fuel economy too. Driving with an underinflated 
tire will give you less grip on the road and put you at a higher risk of a blowout.

A tire blowout is essentially when a tire bursts at the seams. This can seem scary and 
sudden when you’re driving so it’s good to know what causes it and how to avoid it.

Underinflated tires, especially in warmer months, can put you at risk. Another major cause 
is overloading your vehicle. Let’s say you have a truck or SUV with a very high payload 
capacity. It’s great that your engine and drivetrain are powerful enough to carry all that 
weight, but your tires might not be.

To find out how much weight your tires are designed to support, check the same sticker 
on your door or your owner’s manual and look for the maximum load or maximum 
pressure information. 

PROBLEMS WITH UNDERINFLATED TIRES

PREVENTING BLOWOUTS
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With an overinflated tire, its shape gets more rigid. Only the middle of the tread will be 
making contact with the road. This causes that section to wear faster. You also won’t get 
the same traction because only part of the tire is gripping the road. Plus, since there’s too 
much air, the sides of your tires may begin to bulge and the seams may begin to tear. 

It’s a good idea to visually inspect your tires from time to time to see if there’s any tearing 
or damage caused by overinflation or punctures from something that you’ve driven over. 
Discovering a leak from a small tear or a nail that’s still stuck in your tire can save you from 
having to deal with a flat tire later when you’re out on the road.

PROBLEMS WITH OVERINFLATED TIRES

CHECK FOR SIGNS OF DAMAGE
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INSPECT THE TREAD

The most important thing to inspect when looking over your tires is the tread. Since this is the 
part of the tire that actually grips the road, having effective tread is key to maintaining traction 
and stopping effectively. 

Checking the state of your tread is the best way to tell how worn down your tires are and if 
they need to be replaced. Luckily, there’s a few different ways to determine if it’s time for you 
to get new tires.

• Eye Test
Give your tires a look over. It should be easy to see if they’re a lot smoother than 
they used to be. New tires have detailed, raised tread, while tires that are worn 
down have rounder and flatter tread.

• Wear Bars
To get a more detailed look, check in between the grooves of your tire. Every so 
often, you should see a set of raised bars going across each one of the grooves. 
Together these form a line that’s meant to serve as a wear indicator. When the rest 
of the tread wears down to their level, it’s time to get new tires. 

• Smooth Tread
If you’re worried that your eyes may deceive you, just run your hand along the 
middle of the tread. You’ll easily be able to tell if it feels smooth and worn down. 

• Penny Test
This reliable old school method gives you little more exact measurement. Find an 
ordinary penny and turn it upside down. Next, try inserting it into the grooves of the 
tread. If some of President Lincoln’s head is covered, the tire doesn’t need to be 
replaced yet. When the tread is so worn down that you can see all of Honest Abe, 
you should get new tires right away.

While every tire has a mileage estimate for how long it can last, a tire’s lifespan really 
depends on how often you drive and what kind of driver you are. An aggressive driver in a 
city that’s hot all year is going to go through tires faster than a slow driver in a cold region. 
Because of this, checking the tread is the best way to determine when you need new tires. 
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One of the ways service technicians routinely help to extend the life of your tires is by 
rotating them. While inspecting your tires, you may notice that the front and rear tires wear 
differently. During a tire rotation, a technician will move each tire to another axle to help 
them wear down evenly.

This usually goes beyond just switching which pair is up front and which one is in the 
back. In order to make sure the tread on the edges or shoulder of the tires wears evenly, 
technicians will usually rotate them to the opposite side too. This means your back right 
tire will become your front left tire.

This attention to detail and focus on each tire wearing down evenly is why you almost 
always see new tires installed in sets. Having one new tire added to a vehicle with three 
partially worn ones is rarely done because it gives the car uneven traction and can cause 
your steering to pull to that side.

GET REGULAR TIRE ROTATIONS

8
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Keeping up with regular tire service and maintenance can give you more effective handling 
and stability during your drive. It will also help you slow down and stop safely during all 
your drives around Penn Yan, Geneva, and Watkins Glen.

Contact us if you have any questions about this Beginner’s Guide to Tire Care, or if you’ve 
noticed that your tires are worn or improperly inflated, schedule service with us online. 

TIRE SERVICE & MAINTENANCE


